Baltimore’s Jewish Neighborhoods
CaseStudy: Park Heights Avenue

Note to Teachers:

This outreachkit is intendedto bring a pieceof the museuminto your classroom. A
uniqueaspectof the museumexperiences its ability to conveyhistory throughthe
objectsanddocumentdn its collection. Studentshavethe opportunityto become
engagedn the storiesbehindthe objects,aswell asthe period in history from which they
come. In this kit, youwill find reproductionsof photographdrom the collectionsof the
JewishMuseumof Maryland. By examiningthesematerials,studentswill learnhow to
interpretprimary sourcematerials.Therearealsosuggestealassroomactivities for
engagingstudentsn thinking aboutcontemporarnyissuesfacing Baltimore’s Jewish
community.

Thekit hasseveralmain objectives:

X To provide historical contextfor studentsegardingthe patternof settlement
of Baltimore’s Jewishcommunity.

x To encouragestudentgo think aboutthe variousfactorsthat makea
neighborhoodattractive for residentsandto gettheminvolved in making their
community a betterplace

x To fosterdiscussionamongstudentsaboutPark HeightsAvenués diverse
demographics

X To encouragestudentgo think abouthow neighborhoodshangeover time.

X To teachstudentshow to interpretprimary sourcematerials

Thekit is organizedinto different sectons. Thethreelessonplansenclosedprovide
suggestedctivities for engagingstudentsn handson learning. They aresupgemented
with materialsincluding backgoundinformation on historical Jewishneighborhoodsa
glossary,andreferencematerial on the varioussynagoguesgducational recreational and
social serviceorganizationdocatedon Park HeightsAvenue. Photographic
reproductionsare usedin conjuncion with oneof the lessonplans A power point
presentatiorwith slidesof neighborhoodbuildings andanareamaphavealsobeen
included Studentresourcesheetsarealsoprovidedto assistwith lessonplan facilitation.

We hopethatyou will find this kit engagingandenjoyable.The educationstaff welcomes
your commentsandevaluationof this kit. Pleasefeel freeto contactuswith any
questionsor suggestions

DeborahCardin LaurenSilberman
Director of Education Educationand ProgramCoordinator
410.732.640Qxt. 36 410.732.6400xt. 29

dcardin@jewishmuseummd.org Isilberman@jewishmuseummd.org
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LessonPlan #1
Neighborhood Walking Tour

Introduction

ParkHeightsAvenueis a diverseneighborhoodservinga variety of constituercies. The
Jewishcommunity hasinvestedsignificant resourcesn maintainingthe areaasa stabile
neighborhood. Walking (or driving) in anortherndirection along Park HeightsAvenue
from Northern Parkwayto SladeAvenue offers an opportunityto discussthe many
different educationalreligious, andsocial serviceagencieghat call Park Heights Avenue
home.

Educational Objectives

X To encouragestudentgo think aboutthe importanceof synagoguesschools,and
recreationalandsocial serviceagenciedo Jewishcommunallife andthe vitality
of aneighborhood.

X To engagestudentsn discussionaboutthe neighborhood’sdiversity andwhat can
be doneto fosterdialoguebetweenresidentsof different backgrounds.

X To teachstudentsaboutthe history of variousorganizationsalong Park Heights
Avenueasa meansof understandinghe historical roots of Baltimore’s Jewish
community.

Materials
x Backgroundinformation — TeacherResourceSheets#1, #2, #3
X TeacherResourceSheet#4 — Walking Tour DiscussionQuestions
x Neighborhoodwalking Tour power point presentationseeenclosedCD)

Preparation

Prior to going on a neighborhoodwalking tour, review with your studentghe information
on TeachemResourceSheets#1, 2, and3 andhavethemthink aboutthe varioustypesof
institutions that are centralto the Jewishcommunity locatedalong Park Heights Avenue.

Neighborhood Walking Tour

Takeyour studentson aneighborhoodour. Beginyour tour at Northern Parkwayand
drive (or walk) north. Usingteachermresourceshees #2, and3 point out different
buildings alongtheway. Give studentghe chanceto examinebuildings andusethe
discussionquestionsasguidelinesfor gettingthemto think aboutwhat makesa
neighborhoodlewishandthe effortsinvolved in creatinga stabile area.

As analternateactivity, we haveincludeda power point presentatiorwith slidesof the
variousbuildings exploredvia the discussionquestions. Using theseslides,conducta
virtual tour of the neighborhoodwith your students.



LessonPlan #2

SynagogueExploration:
A Study of Photographs

Introduction:

Many of the synagoguesocatedon Park HeightsAvenuehavetheir rootsin other
neighborhoods.Sometracetheir origins backseveralgenerationgo the 19" century.
Severalsynagogueseflect mergersbetweentwo or more congregations.In this lesson,
studentswill havethe opportunityto reflect on how synagoguesindneighborhoods
changeovertime asthey explorethe evolution of two congregationsy comparingand
contrastingphotograpls of thesesynagoguest different timesandfrom previous
locations.

Educational Objectives:
X To encouragestudentgo think aboutthe importanceof synagogueso Jewish
communallife andthe vitality of aneighborhood.
X To teachstudentsaboutthe complex historiesof many of Baltimore’s Jewish
congregationsby focusingon two congregations.
X To encouragestudentgo usecritical thinking skills asthey examinephotographs
of different synagoguesind compareand contrastthe photos.

Materials:

x TeacherResourceSheet#2 — Park Heights Synagogues
Photo#1 - B’nai Jacob,743W. Baltimore Street(JMM 1987.137.071)
Photo#2 - B’nai Jacob,2006 Christian Street(JMM 1993.085.003)
Photo#3 - B’nai Jacob,6605Liberty Road(JMM 1987.137.023)
Photo#4 - ShaareiZion, 3459 ParkHeightsAvenue(JMM 1987.137.038)
Photo#5 - ShaareiZion, 6602 Park HeightsAvenue(JMM 1987.173.016)
StudentResourceSheets#1-5 (note that eachsheetcorresponddo a different
photo)

X X X X X X

LessonPlan Preparation:
Make photocopiesof photogaphsandstudentresourcesheetssothatthey canbe
distributedto groupsof students.

Background Information:

B’nai JacobSha’areiZion is an Orthodoxsynagogudocatedat 6602 Park Heights
Avenue. The synagogueomprisestwo distinct congregations- B’nai Jacoband
Sha’areiZion —which cametogetherin a mergerin 1999. Of the two congregations,
B’nai Jacobis the older andwasestablishedn 1883in abuilding in westBaltimore. It
occupiedseveraldowntownlocationsuntil 1957, whenthe congregaibn decidedto move
to the suburbsin Randallstownon Liberty Road. Another movetook placein 1984,
whenthe congregatiorbuilt a new building on SevenMile Laneoff of ParkHeights
Avenue.



Sha’areiZion datesbackto 1919. The congregation’sirst home wasat 3454 Park
HeightsAvenue. At thetime it wasbuilt, it wasthefirst synagogueo be built north of
EutawPlace. Its first permanenbuilding at 3459 ParksHeights,nearHilldale Avenue,
washbuilt in 1926. JohnFreunddesignedhe building. In 1964 (45 yearsafter it was
founded),the synagoguebuilt a new building at 6602 ParkHeights. The congregation
continuedworshippingin its old building in lower ParkHeights Avenueuntil 1966,when
it waspurchasedyy the Good ShepardBaptist Church. This building is still standing.

Photograph Exploration

Beginthe lessonby discussingwith studentghe importanceof synagogues$o Jewish
communallife. Ask themto think if they havenoticedthat synagoguesreclusteredin
specificareasandif so,why thatis. Havethemlist the manyservicesthat synagogues
provideto congregantgpossibleanswersnclude worship services Hebrewschool
classesadult educationclassessocial events,social servicesfor congregants).

Now havestudentsocuson the ParkHeightsAvenueneighborhood. Ask themto name
asmany synagoguegsthey canthink of in the neighborhood. Why do theythink that
therearesomanysynagogue the area? How do someof the synagogueslifferentiate
themselvedrom oneanother? Havethemthink abouthow different congregationsnight
attractvarioussegmentsof the community. Use TeacherResourceSheet#2 asa guide
for this exercise.

Now tell studentghattheywill havethe opportunityto learnaboutthe history of one
speciic synagoguen ParkHeightsAvenue. B’nai JacobSha’areiZion hasbeen
selectedasa casestudy becauseof its uniquehistory asa mergerbetweentwo
congregationsgachof which hasmovedseveraltimes.

Divide studentsnto groupsof 4-5 studentseach Distribute copiesof photographs
depictingeither B’nai Jacob(photos#1-3) or ShaareiZion (photos#4-5) to eachgroup.
Have studentsanswerthe questionson the attachedStudentResourceSheetghat
correspondo the different photos. Give studentsapproximatelytwenty minutesto
answerquestions. Onceeachgroup hascompletedthe assignmenthaveeachgroup
sharetheir answerswith the restof the class.



LessonPlan #3
Park Heights: Neighborhood Mapping

Introduction:

A neighborhoods manythings; it is a placewherepeoplelive, work, study,shop,eat,
participatein recreationalactivities, andworship. In this lesson,studentswill learnabout
the variouselementghat createa neighborhoodwvhere peoplewantto live. They will
alsodiscussthe factorsthat makethe neighborhoodsurroundingPark HeightsAvenue
unique. By creatingmodelsof many of the buildings locatedin the area,andplacing
their modelson a neighborhoodmap, studentswill havethe opportunityto look at how
the neighbortood hasbeendevelopedn a strategicway to meetthe needsof its diverse
residents.

Objectives:

X To encouragestudentgo think aboutneighborhoodplanningandthe elements
thatmakea placeattractivefor residents.

X To fosterdiscussionamongstudentsaboutthe diversity of Park Heights Avenue
andhow different neighborhoodreaturesaccommodatehe variousgroupsthat
live there.

X To teachstudentamapreadingskills astheyre-createa mapof Park Heights
Avenue.

x To encouragestudentgo think abouthow they canaffect changein the
neighborhoodsvherethey live and/orgo to school.

Materials:

X TeacherResourceSheet#l - Historical Neighborhoods

x TeacherResourceSheet#2 — Park Heights Synagogues

x TeacherResourceSheet#3 — ParkHeightsSocial Service,Recreationaland
EducationalOrganizations
TeacherResourceSheet#5 - Glossary
Flip chartandmarker
Map of UpperParkHeights(provided)
Cardboardboxes(assortedshapesandsizes)
Art suppliesfor decoratingboxes(glue, scissorsgconstructionpaper tissuepaper,
markers)
x Utility knife (for teacheruseonly to cut windows anddoorsinto boxes)

X X X X X

Optional LessonPreparation:

If you areinterestedn providing historical backgroundwith your studentsaboutthe
patternof Jewishsettlementin Baltimore, review with your studentghe information on
TeacherResourceSheet#1. Ask studentgo think aboutthe factorsthat might have
influencedwheremembersof the Jewishcommunity havechoserto live, andwhy Jews—
pastandpresent- tendto live in neighborloodswith a high proportion of otherJewish
residents. It is interestingto notethat, while atonetime Jewswererestrictedfrom living
in certainneighborhoodglueto discriminatory housingcovenantstoday Jewsarefreeto



live anywhereandyet, in many casesstill chooseto live in areaswith ahigh
concentrationof Jews.

Neighborhood Mapping:

Ask studentgo reflect on what elementsareneededo makea successfuheighborhood.
Have studentdist the different kinds of thingsthat peopledo in aneighborhood(live,
study,work, shop,eat,andworship area few possibilities). Recordstudentanswerson
theflip chart. On a separatesheetof paper,askstudentswvhatkinds of institutions and
businesseareessentiato a neighborhoodpossibleansversinclude residentialhomes,
hospitals,schools,grocerystores). Next askstudentso think aboutwhatkinds of things
makea neighborhooda placewherepeoplewantto live (possibleanswersnclude houses
of worship, restaurantslibraries, parksand otherrecreationalvenues shoppingmalls).
Keeptrack of response®n athird sheetof paper. Finally, havestudentsconsiderthe
neighborhoodsurroundingParkHeightsAvenue. Ask studentso identify specific
institutions andbusinesseocatedin theseneighborhoodghat correspondo the various
typesof placesthatthey havelisted. On afourth sheetof paper,keepalist of the various
buildings that studentsdentify. (For alist of someof the buildings on ParkHeights
Avenueandtheir addresss,referto TeacherResourceSheets#2 and#3)

Oncestudentshavecreateda list of the variouskinds of buildings locatedin the vicinity
of ParkHeightsAvenue,studentswill now createa physicalmap of the neighborhood.
Spreadthe neighborhoodmapon the floor, andhavestudentggatheraroundit. Ask
studentdo identify the placeon the mapwheredifferent buildings arelocatedandplacea
postit noteasa correspondingplaceholderon the map.

Studentswill now createneighborhoodbuildings, using cardboardooxesandassortedart
supplies. Ask studentgo selectonetype of building or businesdo createbasedon their
list on the fourth pageof theflipchart. Try to makesurethatthereis anevendistribution
sothatthereis a minimum of onebuilding representingeachtype of institution (i.e. one
school,onehouse,onerestaurantpne synagogueetc.) As they completetheir projects,
they shouldplacethemat the properplaceon the map.

Oncethe neighborhoodmapis completewith cardboardouildings, havestudentsdiscuss
the physicallayout of the neighborhood. Do they notice patternswheredifferent typesof
buildings arelocated? For example,whereare mostof the businessesHouses?
Synagogues?Schools? It is interestingto notetha mostbusinesslevelopmenin the
neighborhoodhasbeenrestrictedto ReisterstownRoad,while mostresidences,
synagoguesandschoolsare on Park HeightsAvenueandits adjacentstreets. Ask
studentdo think aboutwhy this might be. What arethe advantagesto havinga
commercialdistrict separatdrom the residentialarea? Whatwould theimpactbe on
ParkHeightsAvenueif restaurantandshopsopenednextto housesandsynagogues?

Now havestudentghink aboutrecreationalopportunitiesfor neighbahoodresidents.
Havetheyidentified anyinstitutions that provide thesetypesof activities? The JCCis
oneexample. What aboutparksandgreenspaces?Canthey locate placeswhere
residentscanhangout? Why is it desirablefor neighborhoodgo have parks? Ask



studentswhetheror not they think thereareenoughparksin closeproximity for
neighborhoodresidents.

Upon concludingthis exercise askstudentgo think abouthow the neighborhoodayout
is beneficialto the manydifferent ethnic andreligious groupsthat call Park Heights
Avenuehome. Oneof the thingsthat makesParkHeightsAvenuesouniqueis its
diversity. Currentdemographicstatisticsindicatethat mostresidentgnearly 50%) are
African American. Jewscompriseapproximately40% of its population. The remaining
10% representsiew immigrantsfrom Central/SouthAmerica and Russia(the majority of
which areJewish). Within theseethnic/religious/racialdemographiccategoriesthereis
evenmorediversity. The Jewishcommunity,for example,includesalarge numberof
Orthodoxfamilies, aswell asseniorcitizenswho live in someof the apartmentuildings
andassistediving facilities along Park HeightsAvenue.

It canbe challengingto createa neighborhoodhatis suitableto such alarge mix of
people. Have studentseflect on the manydifferent groupsof peoplewho live in the area
andhow the variousbusinessesnstitutions, and other neighborhoodfeaturescaterto
specificgroups. One exampleof a neighborhoodreaturenot mentionedin the mapping
exerciseis the eruv that surroundghe streetsof Park Heightsthat makesthe
neighborhoodattractivefor OrthodoxJews. (A definition of aneruv canbefoundin the
Glossary— TeacherResourceSheet#5). Whatare someotherneghborhoodfeatures
(kosherrestaurantssynagoguedn walking distance etc.)thatareimportantto this
community? Ask studentgo think aboutthe needsof othergroupsandfind examplesof
businessesr institutions that caterto their needs.

Onelag factor to discusswith studentds how residentscangetinvolved in neighborhood
planning. Thereare manyforumsthatbring peopletogetherto discusscommonissuesof
concern. Thereareseveralneighborhoodassociationsvithin ParkHeights Avenuewhere
residentsmeetregularly to discusstopics suchasnew developmenin the neighborhoods,
safety,andschoolimprovement,to nameafew. CHAI (ComprehensivéHousingAid
Assistance)s anagencywhosemissionis to help maintain Park HeightsAvenueasa
stabileneighborhoodhroughmanymeans. Ask studentso think abouthow
neighborhoodresidentscanbandtogetherto tackleimportantissues. As a concluding
exercise havestudentgeflect on anissueof concernin the neighborhoodwheretheylive
or goto schoolandhavethemthink aboutvenueswherethey canraisetheir concerns.

Optional Follow-Up: Into Your Neighborhood

If your studentdive outsideof ParkHeightsAvenue,encourageghemto make
comparisonswith whatthey havetheylearnedandthe communitiesthatthey call home.
Ask studentgo do the sameexercisesasdiscussedn the previouslessonbut apply to
their neighborhoods.Do they notice any similarities? Differences?

If your schoolis locatedin a different neighborhoodcreatea map of the school’s
neighborhoodusinga sheetof butcherpaper. Draw a streetgrid on the paperandhave
studentddentify nearbyhomes,businessedhousesof worship, andparksin relationship
to the school. Again, havestudentsconsidermany of the saneissuesthatwerediscussed
in the previouslessonplan.



Teacher Resource Sheet#1

Historical Jewish Neighborhoods

While today’s Jewishcommunityin Baltimore residesn manyareasof the city and
county, its populationis centeredn severalmajor areasjncluding Pikesville, Owings
Mills, andUpperParkHeightsAvenue. By looking at other historical neighborhoods
whereJewshavelived, we candiscerndistinct patternsof migration that explainthese
patternsof settlement.

Baltimore’s Earliest Jewish Neighborhoods:1820-1870

The earliestJewishcommunityin Baltimore wasestablishedby Germanspeaking
Jewsfrom Central Europewho immigratedto the US for a variety of economic,social
andpolitical reasons.After arriving in Baltimore, they found their way to several
neighborhoodsncluding Fells Point, SouthBaltimore, and EastBaltimore wherethey
establishechomes businessesschools,and synagogues Many startedout working as
peddlers selling goodsfrom packson their backsto outlying rurad communitiesand
thenopenedstores,warehousesandfactories.

EastBaltimore: 1820-1960

EastBaltimore wasone of Baltimore’s first distinctly Jewishcommunities. Its earliest
settlerswere GermanJewswho built Maryland’sfirst synagogue- whatis now known
asthe Lloyd StreetSynagogue-in 1845. By the 1880s,mostof theseJewswho had
originally settledin EastBaltimore movedto a morefashionableneighborhooda
reflection of their newfoundwealth and prosperity. They werefollowed by alarge
influx of EasternEuropeanJewishimmigrantswho left their homelandsn orderto
escapevidespreadantisemitism. Beginningin the 1880s,EastBaltimore became
hometo athriving Jewishcommunity. The neighborhoodvasboundedby the Jones
Falls River in the west, PattersorParkin the east,OrleansStreetto the north, and
EasternAvenueto the south. Jewishownedbusinessescluding tailor shops kosher
delicatessengyrocerystores,andbakeriesined Baltimore and Lombard Streets along
with social serviceand educationalorganizationsandsynagogues.One of East
Baltimore’s mostfamousinstitutions wasits Saturdaynight marketknown asthe
Yiddish Market. Eventhoughthe neighborhoodbeganto declinein the 1940swith
the building of large public housingcomplexesmany Jewscontinuedto do their
shoppingon Lombard Streetthroughthe 1960s.

EutawPlace: 1870-1960

As the GermanJewsprosperedthey movedout of EastBaltimore andmigrated
northwestto Eutaw Placeandthe neighborhoodsurroundingMadisonandNorth
Avenues. With its landscapednedianstrip, fountains,and monuments Eutaw Place
wasdevelopedn the 1850sasa streetthatwould rival the grandboulevardsin other
cities. The GermanJewswho lived thereestablisheda distinct enclave — reflecting
their upperclasseconomicstatus— thatincludeda literary andsocial club,
monumentalsynagoguesand enormousmansionsstaffedby servants.By the early
20" century, the neighborhoodgrew to encompasshe streetsalong Lake Drive and
ReservoirHill. The centralattractionof the neighborhoodvasDruid Hill Park. By
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the 1930s,the eleganceof the neighborhoodbeganto fade,and by the 1960smost
Jewshadmovedout.

ForestPark: 19201960

By the mid-20" century,mostEasternEuropea Jews like the Germanimmigrants
beforethem, vacatedEastBaltimore. Many movedto the suburbsof ForestPark,
whereaffordableduplex housesand opengreenspacescould befound. Beth Tfiloh
congregatiorbuilt a synagogueon GarrisonAvenuein 1921thatfunctionedasa
neighborhoodcenter. The neighborhoodchangedsubstantiallyin 1960whenmost
Jewsmovedoult.

Lower Park HeightsAvenue:1920-1970

Jewishsettlementalong Park Heights Avenue beganin the1920s. Throughthe 1960s,
the areaencompassg the whole stretchof Park Heights,from Park Circle in the south
to Cold SpringLanein the north. The neighborhood’spopulationwaspredominantly
Jewishin its heydayin the 1930s,whenthe streetssurroundingLower Park Heights
Avenuewerefilled with Jewishownedbusinessesnovie theatersandrestaurants.
The streetbecamean artery from which other Jewishneighborhoodsleveloped. The
migration of the Jewishcommunity followed ParkHeights Avenuein a northwest
direction andwas promptedby the expansionof the streetcarine, which facilitated an
easydowntown commute. The streetssurroundingParkHeightsAvenuewere
attractiveto recentJewishimmigrantsfrom EasternEuropewho were eagerto move
out of more crowdedcity neighborhoods.

The 1960sbroughtnew changedo Lower ParkHeightsAvenue. Many of its residents
movedout to the newly formed suburbs. Moving out of the city wasseenasa sign of
prosperity. Whereasjn 1960, therewere elevensynagogue the neighborhood by
1968, only oneremained. By 1970,the neighborhoodchangeddramaticallyasmost
Jewsmovedout andwerereplaced predominantly by African Americans.

Upper Park Heights Avenue(north of Northern Parkway)

While Lower ParkHeights Avenuelost mostsignsof Jewishlife by 1970,the streets
surroundingUpper ParkHeights Avenue (boundedby NorthernParkwayon the south
andSladeAvenueon the north) continuesto housea vibrant Jewishcommunity.
Baltimore’s Orthodox community hasplayeda major role in the neighborh@d’s
continuedviability, andthereare morethantwenty Orthodoxsynagoguesilongthis
stretchof ParkHeightsAvenue. The oldestsynagoguen the neighborhooddatesto
1926,when Shearithlsrael built a suburbanbranchof its Eutaw Placebuilding. Other
Jewishcommunalandsocial serviceorganizations suchasthe JewishCommunity
Center,the Centerfor JewishEducation,JewishVocational Servicesand CHAI, are
alsolocatedon Park Heights Avenue,a symbol of the Jewishcommunity’s
commitmentto neightorhoodstability in the twenty-first century.
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Teacher Resource Sheet#2

Park Heights Synagogues

The abundanceof synagoguesn ParkHeightsAvenueis one of the neighborhood’s
mostdistinguishingfeaturesand marksit asa centerof Jewishlife. While
congregationsn the arearepresentall threemajor denominationsof Judaismmostare
Orthodox. The following is not meantto be a comprehensivdisting of all
synagogueshut ratheris intendedto demonstratehe variety of congregationalife.

Agudathlsrael Congregationof Baltimore (6200 Park Heights Avenue)

The congregatiormovedto its presentsitein 1982. Following a Lithuanianliturgical
tradition, Agudathlsraelhasthe highestattendanceof any of the synagoguesn Park
HeightsAvenueandoffersseveraldaily minyansat different timesto accommodatea
variety of schedules.The synagoguealsohousesa mikvah for potsanddishes.
Agudathlsraelis affiliated with Agudathlsraelof America.

AhavasyYisroel TzemachlzedekCongregation(6811 Park HeightsAvenue)

Formerly known asAhavat Yisroel TzemachTzedek,the congregatiorwasfoundedin
1987 by RabbiFeldman,who had previously servedasthe spiritual leaderof Shearith
Israel. The congregation’shamecomesfrom the fifth ChabadLubavich Rabbi. The
congregatiorfollows a nusachAshkenaziasmostof its membersare Ashkenazi,but it
alsoincorporatessomeHassidicelementsaswell. The congregatiorbuilt a new
facility thatopenedn 2002.

Baltimore HebrewCongregation(7401 Park Heights Avenue)

Charteredin 1830, Baltimore HebrewCongregations Maryland’s oldestcongregation.
Its first permanentiome,the Lloyd StreetSynagogu€1845),is still standing. The
congregationvasestablishedoy Germanspeakingimmigrantsfrom CentralEurope
who settledin EastBaltimore. The ParkHeightsAvenuesite, built in 1951,is
Baltimore Hebrew’sthird home. The building wasdesignedby architectPercival
Goodman. Baltimore HebrewCongregations a Reform synagoguehatincludesa
pre-schoolandk-8" gradeday school.

Beit EdmundSafraCongregation(3615 SeverMile Lane)

Formerly known asNetzachYisroel, the congregationvasestablishecasa Sephardic
minyanin 1992. The congregatiormovedinto B’nai Jacob’sformer homein 1999.
Its memberdracetheir rootsto Iran, Iraq, Israel,Morocco, Syria,and Tunisia.

Beth AbrahamAnsheSphard(6208 Wallis Avenue)

The synagoguavasestablishedn 1946 by followers of Rabbi AvrahamHertzberg(in
whosememoryit is named). RabbiHertzbergwasreveredas a fatherfigure by many
Holocaustsurvivorswho joined the congregationn the 1940sand50s. Its first
location wasin ForestPark. The congregatiorfollows a nusachsefardthat hasits
rootsin 18" centuryEuropearHasidism.
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BethJacob(5713Park HeightsAvenueat ManhattanAvenue)

Beth Jacob,a Modern Orthodox congregationwasfoundedin 1938. After
worshippingat severaltemporarylocationson Park Heights Avenue, the congregation
movedinto its presentiocationin 1951. The congregatiorexpancedits building in
1965to include additional seatingfor members. The synagoguencludesa Hebrew
school.

B'nai JacobShaareiZion (6602 Park HeightsAvenue)

Charteredin 1919, ShaareiZion built its first synagoguen Lower ParkHeightsat
3451 ParkHeights Avenueandmarkedthefirst congregationamove north of Eutaw
PlaceandReservoirHill. In 1964the congregationdedicateda new building at 6602
ParkHeights. In 1999, ShaareiZion mergedwith B’nai Jacobwhich wasestablished

in 1883.

Bethlsaac-Adath Israel Congregation(4398 CrestHeightsRoad)

Beth IsaacCongregation(1923) mergedwith Adath Israel(1914)in 1948. The
congregations composedargely of Russiannew Americanswho settledin Baltimore
beginningin the 1970s,andthe synagoguelsofunctionsasa community center.
Whenthe synagoguenearly closedin 1996, its Russiancongregantsampaignedor it
to remainopen. Partof the synagogue’snissionis to provide alink betweenits
Russiancongregantandthe larger Baltimore Jewishcommunity.

Ohr Hamizrach(6813 Park HeightsAvenue)
This Sephardielranian congregatiorwasestablishedn 1983andmovedto its present

sitein 1993.

Shearithlsrael (5813 Park HeightsAvenue)

The congregationwhich claimsto be the oldestcontinuousy operatingOrthodox
congregationn Baltimore, wasestablishedn 1851 by Rabbi AbrahamRice, Baltimore
HebrewCongregation’dirst rabbi (andthefirst ordainedrabbito servein an American
synagogue).lnitially, many of its congregantsverefrom German speakingcountries
who choseto maintaintheir Orthodoxtraditions. It is popularly known asthe “Glen
AvenueShul.” In 1879,the Shearithisrael congregationmergedwith ShevetAchim
(foundedin 1862). This building datesto 1925andwasoriginally intendedto serveas
a suburbarbranchof the downtown synagoguevhich waslocatedon McCullough
StreetnearEutaw Place.

TempleOhebShalom(7310Park HeightsAvenue)

Establishedn 1853,0hebShalomis one of Baltimore’s oldestcongregations.
Although it is a Reform congregationthe congregation’sfirst rabbi, Benjamin Szold
(HenriettaSzold’'sfather), wasknown asone of the foundersof ConservativeJudaism.
Its location on ParkHeightsAvenueis its third homefollowing a move from South
Baltimore to EutawPlacein 1892. The ParkHeightsAvenuesynagoguevas
dedicatedn 1960andwasdesignedby renownedGermanBauhausarchitect,Walter
Gropius. The synagoguéhasrecentlyundergonesxtensiverenovationsthatincluded
the addition of a day carecente andpre-school.
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TiferesYisroelBais Dovid (6201 Park HeightsAvenue)

Known as“Rabbi Goldberger'sSynagogue, Tiferes Yisroel wasestablishedn 1986
andmovedoto its presentsitein 1994. The congregatiorfollows a nusachSefard or
Chassididliturgi cal tradition, andsinging during servicesis emphasized.Many of
TiferesYisroel's congregantareba’al teshuva havingrecentlyembracedan
Orthodoxlifestyle. The congregation’shnamemeans‘Glory of Israel.”
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Teacher Resource Sheet#3

Park Heights Avenue
Social Service/ Recreational / Educational Organizations

TheBaltimore HebrewUniversity (5800 Park Heights Avenue)

The Baltimore HebrewUniversity wasfoundedin 1919to train teachergo work in the
Baltimore Jewisheducationalsystem. Studentsenrolledin BHU canobtain
undergraduatendgraduatedegreesn Jewisheducation history andJudaics. The
University alsohouseghe Darrell D. Friedmanlinstitute for ProfessionaDevelopment
atthe WeinbergCenter,which awardsgraduatedegreego studentsin Jewish
communalservices.

Centerfor JewishEducation (5708 Park HeightsAvenue)

As apart of its recentrenovationsthe JCCnow alsohouseghe Centerfor Jewish
Education,which coordinatesa variety of educationalinitiatives andservesasthe
community resourcefor Jewisheducationalprograms. Throughits resourcecenter
thathousesan extensivelending library of curricular guidesandvideosandthroughits
professionaldevelopmentworkshops the CJEis dedicatedto providing vital support
to congregationahndday schooleducators.

CHAI — ComprehensivéHousingAssistance|nc. (5721 Park HeightsAvenue)
CHAI promotesstablecommunitiesfor Jewishresidentsandtheir neighborsin
NorthwestBaltimore by encouragingnvestmentin neighborhoal propertiesand
public spacesandby promoting neighborhoodbeautificationprojects. CHAI staff
work with the variousneighborhoodassociationgroups,businessesandindividual
homeownerdo ensurethat any developmentn the ParkHeightscorridor fits
community needs.

JewishCommunityCenter (5700 Park HeightsAvenue)

The JewishCommunity Centerwasbuilt on this sitein 1952. It is oneof two JCCsin
the Baltimore area,andthereis alargercampusin OwingsMills that offers more
programmingfor families andyoung professionals.The JCCtracesits rootsto both
the Young Men=s HebrewAssociationthat openeddowntownin 19300on West
MonumentStreetand EastBaltimore’s JewishEducationalAlliance thatbeganin
1909. In 2004it celebratests 150" anniversary. In the beginning,the centerswere
establishedo teachimmigrantsEnglish andassistthemwith finding jobs andstarting
businesses.

Today,the JCCservesalarge segmenif the Jewishpopulationandcrosses
denominationaldivisions. Amenitiesinclude ahealthclub, pre-schoolandday care
center,art gallery, andauditorium. The JCCoffers anarray of classedor adults,
children, andfamilies, andalsooffer specialprogramsfor new Americans,senior
citizens,teens,andindividuals with disabilities.
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JewishFamily Serviceq5750ParkHeightsAvenue)

The Greensteirbuilding nextto the JCChouseghe Baltimore JewishCouncil and
JewishFamily Services,anagencythat providessocial servicesfor the entire Jewish
community. JFStracesits origins to 1856 andthe establishmentf the Hebrew
BenevolentSocietyof Baltimore. Among its manyservices JFSprovidesassistance
for children, adults,seniors,jmmigrants,andindividuals with disabilities.

YeshivatRambam(6300 Park HeightsAvenue)

YeshivatRambam’sbuilding servedasthe former homeof Har Sinai, Baltimore’s
oldestReform congregatiorthat wasfoundedin 1842. Har Sinai hasmovedseveral
times; it built this building in 1859,andin 2002 movedto a newly constructed
synag@uein OwingsMills. The building wasdesignedby architectsMeyer and
Ayers.

YeshivatRambam,an Orthodox co-ed day school,wasestablishedn 1991 with 50
studentdn gradesk-3 andgrew out of a desirefor an Orthodoxschoolmodeledon
YeshivaDay Schoolsin othercommunities.The schoolcombinesJudaicswith secular
studies. In 2001, its first classof seniorsgraduated.
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Teacher ResourceSheet#4
Park Heights Avenue Walking Tour
Begin at Northern Parkwayheadingsouth:

x BethJacob(5713 ParkHeights Avenueat ManhattanAvenue)
--What doesthe synagoguébuilding resemble?
--Beth Jacobis a modernOrthodox synagogue.What doesthis mean? (For a
discussionof the variousdenominationsof Judaism seeTeacherResourceSheet#7 —
The Denominationsof Judaism.)

x JewishCommunity Center(5700 Park Heights Avenue)
--Of all the servicesthatthe JCC offers, what do you think arethe mostimportant?
--Haveyou or anyonein your family usedthe JCCin the pastyear? If so,for what
reasons?
--Why do you think that the community maintainstwo JCCs? What doesthis tell you
aboutthe community’sinvestmentin Park Heights Avenue? What do you think the
neighborhoodwould belike without the JCC?

X The GreensteirBuilding (JewishFamily Services Baltimore JewishCouncil)
(5750ParkHeightsAvenue)

--JFSis dedicatedo providing social servicesto membersof the Jewishcommunity.

Why is importantfor the Jewishcommunityto haveits own social serviceagency?

What aresomeimportant servicesthatthe JFSprovides?

--Among its manyservices the Baltimore JewishCouncil works to persuade

legislatorsin Annapolisto votein favor of bills that areimportantto the Jewish

community. Whatare someissuesof concernfor the Jewishcommunity?

X The Baltimore HebrewUniversity (5800 Park HeightsAvenue)

--Why is importantthat therebe a HebrewUniversity in Baltimore? Whatkinds of
classexanstudentgake herethatthey could not take at otherareacollegesand
universities?

--How can you tell by looking at the building that it serveshe Jewishcommunity?

x CHAI (5721 ParkHeightsAvenue)

--CHAI promotesneighborhoodstability alongPark HeightsAvenue. Why do you
think it is importantfor the Jewishcommunityto work towardsthis goal? Whatare
somethingsthat canbe doneto makea neighborhoodattractivefor a diversegroup of
residents?

x WeinbergPark (5833 ParkHeightsAvenue)

--WeinbergParkis aresidentialhousefor seniorcitizens. Do you think it's important
for the Jewishcommunity to maintainits own facilities for seniors? Do you know of
any othersin Baltimore?
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--Why do you think that Park Heights Avenuehasso many seniorresidents?What
makesthe neighborhoodattractivefor older people?

x Shearithlsrael (5813 ParkHeightsAvenue)

--How doesShearithlsrael’s building look different from otherneighborhood
synagoguesaVhy do you think that synagogue$ook sodifferent from oneanother?
---Are thereanyfeatureson the outsideof the building thattell youit's asynagogue?

x ChanukahHouse(6211ParkHeightsAvenue)

--This is a privately ownedhomethatis known for its lavish decorationduring
Chanukah(aswell asotherJewishandsecularholidays). Doesyour family makea
point of driving pastthe ChanukahHouseeachyearduring Chanukah?If so,why?
--Do you think it is importantthatthereis a destinationfor Jewishfamilies during
Chanukahasopposedo touring houseghat aredecoratedor Christmas? Doesyour
family decorateyour housefor Chanukahor other Jewishholidays?

X YeshivatRamban(6300 ParkHeightsAvenue)

--Before YeshivatRambamopeneda schoolin this building, Har Sinai worshipped
here. Why do you think Har Sinai movedfrom this locationto OwingsMills? What
doesthattell usaboutits congregants?

--Do you think it wasimportantfor the building to remaina Jewishorganization?
Why or why not?

X NorthwesternHigh School

--Do you know anyonewho goesto schoolhere?

--Do you think it is importantfor the studentsat Northwesternto know aboutthe
history of Baltimore’s Jewishcommunity andthe community’s connectionto Park
HeightsAvenue? Why or why not?

--Is it alsoimportantfor the Jewishcommunityto know aboutthe history of the
African Americancontributionsto ParkHeights?

--What aresomewaysto fosterdialoguebetweenthe different groupsof peoplethat
live along ParkHeightsAvenue?

x B’nai JacobShaareiZion (6602 ParkHeightsAvenue)
(This synagogusas featuredprominentlyin lessonplan #2)

x TempleOhebShalom(7310ParkHeightsAvenue)

--This is Temple OhebShalom’sthird location. Why do you think the synagoguéhas
movedsomanytimes? What doesthis tell us aboutits congregants?

--The congregatiorrecently openeda day carecenterand pre-school. What doesthis
tell usaboutthe communityrole of a synagogue?Do you think it's importantfor a
synagogueo be morethanjust a placewherepeoplecometo worship? Whatare
someother community servicesthat synagoguegrovide?
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x Baltimore HebrewCongregation7401 Pak HeightsAvenue)

--This is Baltimore Hebrew’sthird home. Its first homein EastBaltimore was
Baltimore’s first synagogueandcanstill bevisited (todayit's known asthe Lloyd
StreetSynagogue).Why do you think it's importantto preserveBaltimore Hebrew's
first building? Doesit surpriseyou thatthis congregatiorhassuchdeeproots? How
do you think the congregatiorhaschangedoverthe years?
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Teacher Resource Sheet#5

Ashkenzi

Glossary

The medievalHebrewnamefor Germany. Ashknenazingpl.) are Jews
who cantracetheir origins to Centraland EasternEuropewhereYiddish
wasthe commonlanguage.

Ba'al Teshuvah Someonewho choosedo returnto atraditional (or Orthodox)

Eruv

Kaputas
Lubavich

Mikveh

Minyan

Nusach

Sephardi

Shtreimel

Shul

Jewishlifestyle.

A symbolic enclosurethat servesasan expansion of the “private domain”
into public areas. An eruv allows individuals to engagen someactivities
thatarenormally prohibited on Sabbathsuchascarryingkeysandprayer
booksandpushingbabystrollers. Establishedn 1981,the eruv
surroundingParkHeightsAvenueis 16 milesin length. Its boundariesare
the JonesFalls Expressway(east),the Beltway (north), ReisterstownRoad
(west),andto NorthernParkway(south). An eruv consistsof afence
createdby uprightutility polesandtreesconneded togetheratthattop by
atautwire. Theeruvis inspectedweekly prior to the beginningof
Sabbathon Friday evening. Thereis a hotline numberthat peoplecancall
to inquire aboutits status. In the eventthatthe wire or polesareknocked
down during a storm, the eruv becomeson-functional until it canbe
repaired.

Long black coatworn by Orthodoxmen
Chasidicsect(seeWhatis Chasidism?)

A ritual bathfor purification andrededication. A mikvehis amodern
custombasedin antiquity.

Prayerserviceconsistingof ten adultsor more (tenis the minimum
numberneededor public worship).

Liturgical tradition. (NusachSephardirefersto analternativeEuropean
liturgy developedby Chasidim)

A Hebrewterm meaning“Spanish” usedto describea Jewof Spanishor
Portuguesalescentalsoappliesto Jewsfrom Mediterranearcountries.

Traditional EasternEuropearblack hatstill worn by Orthodoxmen

Yiddish word for synagogue
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Teacha Resource#6
What is Chasidism?

Chasidismis a religious movementthat originatedin the mid 18" centuryin Eastern
Europein whatis now PolandandLithuania. Undertheleadershipof IsraelBa’al Shem
Tov, Chasidismrepresented breakwith traditional Judaism. By the early 19" century,a
variety of Chasidicsectshadformed, eachone pledgingallegianceto different rabbinic
leaders. Chasidismspreado the US during the massmigration of EasternEuropean
Jewsin the 1880s1920s. With thearrival in 1940in the US of RabbiJosephsaac
Schneersohmandhis successoRabbi MenahemMendel Schneersohrthe Lubavich
movement- oneof the largestChasidicsects— took rootin the US.

Theleadersof Chasidicmovementsarebelievedto havemystical powers that canbring
their followers closerto G-d. Prayerrituals differ from traditional Orthodoxyandare
characterizedby loud singing, swaying,clapping,anddancing. Joyis animportant part
of the Chasidicserviceasan expressiorof piety andcongregational cohesion. Prayer
rituals are basedon a Sepharditradition, but combineotherrites aswell.

Lubavitch Chasidismmostcommonly presentedhroughits organizationalarm Chabad,
is oneof the betterknown groupswithin Chasidism(althoughthereare others).It is an
internationalmovementwith headquartersn Brooklyn, New York. ChabadLubavitch
operatesan extensiveoutreacheffort to encouragelewsto returnto traditional practices.
It haswell establishedcentersin many countriesthat wereformer republicsof the Soviet
Union, andhasplayedalargerole in the re-emergencef Jewishlife in thesecountries,
after decadef antisemiticrepression.

21



Teacher Resource#7
The Denominations of Judaism

Orthodox Judaism: The term“Orthodox Judaism” did not comeinto commonuseuntil the 19"
century. Up to that point, therewereno other Jewishdenominations.Today, Orthodox Judaism
views itself asthe continuationof the beliefs and practiceshandeddown from biblical timesat
Mount Sinai, and codified throughoutthe generations.It viewsthe Torah, or the HebrewBible,
andthe Oral Law, known asthe Talmud, asthe exactword of God, with neitherhuman
interventionnor influence. As practicalquestionsto modernlife arise,Orthodoxydealswith
themthroughthe reasoningof rabbis Within the Orthodoxmovementtherearemanysub
groups. ChasidicJews,for example,isolatethemselvegrom secularsocietyasmuchaspossible.
On the otherendof the spectrum Modern OrthodoxJewsintegratethemselvesithin the larger
societyandprovidetheir childrenwith a seculareducationalongsidereligious study.

Reform Judaism: ReformJudaismbeganasa movementin WesternEuropefollowing the
FrenchRevolutionin 1789. It wasonly thenthat Jewswere permittedto live outsideof confined
Jewisharead(called ghettog, to attendpublic schools,andto practiceany profession. At this
time reformswereaddedto the traditional practiceof Judaismin somesynagogues Reforms
includedshorteningthe liturgy, delivering sermonsn the local language andaddingchoral
singing and organmusicto the service. SeveralGermancongregationsnstitutedotherchanges
aswell, suchasmixed seatedbetweenmenandwomenand shorteningthe observancef certan
holidays. Many GermanJewsimportedReform Judaismto Americawhentheyto immigratedto
the United Statesin the mid-1800’s. Today, Reform Jewspracticevarying levelsof observance.
Within the Reformmovementwomencanbe ordainedto serveasrablis. Sincethe 1930's,there
hasbeena movementwithin someReform congregationgo bring back sometraditional
observances.

Conservative Judaism: ConservativeJudaismaroseasa religiousresponseo the changing
timesof the 19" century. The movemen originatedin the United Statesand Europeasa way of
bridging Reformand OrthodoxJudaism. Basictenetsof ConservativeJudaisminclude a positive
attitudetowardsmodernculture,an acceptancef the moderninterpretationof sacredexts,anda
belief in the value of certainaspectof traditional Jewishpractice. Like ReformJudaism,
ConservativeJudaismbelievesin the evolving natureof thereligion accordingto the needsof
Jewsin moderntimes. Unlike ReformJews,however,Conservativedelievein a stricter
adherenceo thelaws of kashrut(dietarylaws), observanceof Shabbatanduseof the Hebrew
languagein service. Like OrthodoxJudaismConservativeJudaismbelievesthatthe laws of the
Torahand Talmudare of divine origin. However,in contrastto Orthodoxy, Conservativelews
acceptthe possibility of humanintervention.

Reconstructionist Judaism: Reconstructionistludaismis the mostrecentbranchof Judaism. It
emergedn 1922 underthe leadershipof MordecaiMenahemKaplan. Kaplan advocatedhatall
Jewssharea commonhistory, languagereligion, socialorganization,standardf conduct,and
spiritual/socialideals. In this view, Jewishritual is not seenaslaw, but ratherasa meango assist
with groupidentity, survival, and spiritual growth. Today, Reconstructionisudaismdefines
itself asa part of the evolving religious civilization of the Jewishpeople. Eachgenerationof
Judaismreshapeseligion accordingto its time, andin recognitionof the diversity of Jewish
practice.
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StudentResourceSheet#1
X Photo#1 — B’nai Jacob,743W. Baltimore Street

This photographshowsB’nai Jacob’sfirst homewhere congregantsvorshippedin
1883.

1) Whatis mostnoticeableaboutthis building?

2) Wherein this building do you think congregantsvorshipped?Wasthis building
usedmainly asa synagogueor did it serveanotherpurpose?Whatdoesthis tell
usaboutthe congregation?

3) Whatcanyou tell aboutthe neighborhoodwherethe synagogues locatedbased
on this photo?
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StudentResourceSheet#2
X Photo#2 — B’nai Jacob,2006 Christian Street

This photographshowsB’nai Jacob’ssecondhomewherethe congregatiormovedin
1908.

1) Describewhatthe building looks like? Whatareits main architecturalfeatures?

2) Doesthe building look like it would hold alot of people? Why or why not?

3) Isthis building locatedin a city neighborhoodor in asuburb? How canyou tell?

4) What are somedifferencesbetweenthis building andthe onefrom 1883? Do you
think the congregationwaslargeror smallerin 1908? How canyou tell?
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